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-Gulnea and Cape Verde (PAIGC)-—the only actlve polltlcalr
‘organlzatlon 1n the Islands.. The PAIGC fought the Portuguese
"heln Portuguese Gulnea for .a decade before achlev1ng 1ndependence

?there 1n September 1974 and renamlng the terrltory Gulnea~Blssau{

;were closely llnked The Portuguese relled heav1ly on Cape

.Verdlans to admlnlster Gulnea Blssau.i Ironlcally, educated;

'gCape Verdlans formed the nucleus.of the ant1 Portugueseﬁ

ﬂﬁe natlonallst movementlln Gulnea Blssau and the bulk of the PAIGC s‘
L 5

I -;}?hCape Verde Isldnds were largely untouched by the 1nsurgencyﬂ

hiln Culnea Brsseu, the PAIGC has con51stently clalmed toﬂ

rrepresent Cape Verde as well as Gulnee;Blssau.
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POLITICAL

" The Cape Verde Islands are. scheduled to obtaln thelr

t

1ndependence from Portugal on July 5. Untll that tlme the,%

: Islande will be governed by a transrtlonal qovernment composed

of a Portuguese hlgh comm1551oner and a flve~member cablnet

fThe transltlonal government w1ll establlsh procedures for:f-ﬂ

constltuent assembly electlons to be. held in June.

The transrtlonal government will be domlnated by represen— -

Rl

tatlves ot the Afrlcan Party for the Independence of Portuguese

!"

Hlstorlcally, the Cape Verde Islands and Gulnea Blssau

o

current leadershlp is of Cape Verdlan orlgln. Although the

N ! f ,’

The Portuguese expect that at 1ndependence the PAIGC.Wlil '.Lf
- 25X

be the domlnant polltlcal organlzatron 1n the Islands and w1ll
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' ‘?_1slands and several unlnhablted 1slets located about 300 mlles

:t;_ppopulatlon of the 1slands

‘Y,fitransport.‘ Only 7 of the land is arabl

”ﬂfiTln corn—"the major dletary staplo 1n the prov1nce ‘

»‘. the Cape Verdlan people It remains to be seen, however,j’ft

“ be establlshed

' GENLRAL BACKGROUND

:Yﬁ147 persons per square mlle.p:F

"1mportant crops 1nclude bananas, other troplcal frults, coffee ;

*:sweet potatoes, cassava, beans, and peanuts.i Flshlng 1s the
\:jhas no fleet of 1ts own, 1t pnov1des a popular harbor for many

"It 1969 almost ), 000 «tons of Fisliy - valued . at - US$600 000, were .
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be recognlzed 1nternatlonally ‘as the logal representatlve of‘ig"“”

:what sort of polltlcal llnks betweon Blssau and the 1slands w1ll

*_N

The Cape Verde Islands con51sts of a group of 10 1nhab1ted-i

‘4.~

off Cap vert on the west coast of Afrlca As of 1969 the total‘}p?f

:ﬂfand most of lt plantedf?

"-\‘-“

._‘

\“ o

‘isecond 1argest act1v1ty of the economy 1 Although the prov1nce S

_Portuguese and forelqn fleets flshlng the Atlantlc west of Afrlca.

T

]-landed in the 1slands Proces51nq and cannlng thlS catch-—xff“w




mos tlmbptakurF&fWQéQ&szo@?ﬁlwbélheﬁB 9‘?’00%’3&&?2’5‘60%%60‘6??3’ in'the
Capo Veldes. In fact the only othcr manufacturlng 1n the area lS
~11mrted to simple food and tobacco process1ng, and bottllng of anj‘
few beverages. Mlnlng act1v1ty is restrlcted to salt and
pO?zolana--a volcanlc rock used to proﬁuce hydraullc cement
Only the major alrports and towns have access to electrlclty;—;nj
~,consumptlon in 1969 reached 4.3 mllllon kllowatt hours~—and the:i””
total electrlc power capa01ty is about 5 000 kllowatts‘i:fjfy'
Slnce domestlc resources. and productlon are so llmrted“
Vj_the‘lslands economy is: heavrly dependent on forelgn trade:and

*lr~a1d from Portugal In 1969 1mports were valued at US$23 l

I

ﬁ*lelllon and conSLSted prlmarlly of food products,'w1nes and°~

"-,beer, textlles, machlnery, petroleum product \ and cement.}

-;;tOver three fourths of total exports——$10 l mllllon~—were i

i “fﬁtagrlcultural products. Major export 1tems 1nclude fresh

’}frozen, and canned flsh bananas, water——for marltlme use——if'li-?f

L pozzolana,_and salt The prov1ncc 's major trade partners are

' 7metropolltan Portugal and 1ts other overoeas provrnces}‘

*;;1969 the metropole supplled almost 509 of 1ts total 1mports;; ’
efthe other prov1nccs, 27ﬁ, the Unlted Klngdom, 4%, and the Unrted o
'EStates,f3s - 0n the export account, the metropole»purchased
1Jabout 65 *,the Unlted States, almost 8% and the other prov1nces,'

‘about 6% The 1slands al o) have an rmportant market in other |

’V"Afrlcan countrlcs, partlculary forksalt, about 7° of total ﬂlkhv

. M*:‘, R
‘expOLts were. shrpped there in 1969 b Portugal also prOV1des~

'development;ald and as necessary, durlng prolonged or severe
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“;drought ‘emergency a531stance."

The extreme harshness of the phy51ca1 env1ronment;and'the
"}jperlodlc recurrence of severe droughts and famlnes comblne w1thﬁ};

a Very hlgh rate of 1111teracy to meedo the emergency of

'f7pollt1cal awareness on the part of the great majorlty of the

L

_;Vpopulatlon of the Cape Verde ISlands,']:«~-

Polltlcal act1v1ty 1n the Cape Verde I 1ands lS negllglble.;i

,‘;No manlfestatlons of antlcolonlallsm have been reported 1n S

'vf"Cape Verde Islands._.;:p

ViThe Cape Verde Irlands““?roudly CharaCterlzed by‘the

“fPortuguese as . strateglc sentlnels"——occupy a central and key

“?p051tlon for mld and south Atlantlc operatlons.-

There 13 an

'“,jexcellent and protected harbor at Mlndelo on Sao Vrcente

‘§1sland of Sal has an 1nternatlonal alrport whlch 1s currently
'}ﬂbelng modernlzed

Emlgratlon to the Unlted States, remlttance paymentsfrom

F%ﬁthe U S and 8001al Securlty pen51ons for elderly returneeq to__

.".,,._ .

vf}Cape Verde mahe for a strong and favorable Amerlcan 1mage in’ the.f

7‘;?1slands.,
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